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Welcome to Winter.  Sigh!  At least we can take 
comfort in that the days are getting longer and the 
cold weather encourages us to stay indoors practic-
ing our music.  
  
As I enter the second half of my last term as presi-
dent of Central Toronto Branch, I am very much 
looking forward to the terrific line-up of events in 
the next few months.  Along with our usual offer-
ings (Adult Student Recital, Teachers in Concert, 
Spring Auditions/Recital), we are excited to offer 
for the first time a Student Cabaret in an actual 
cabaret space where one can order food and 
drink.  No stuffy traditional recital here and you can 
unwrap as many noisy throat candies as you like! 
  
Now that we have an incredible website, designed 
by our own Liz Craig, I encourage everyone to 
check it at least once a week.  You will find all the 
information you need about our events and 
news.  It is updated regularly so keep looking!  If 
you have any suggestions for the website, we 
would love to hear them. 
  
http://www.ormtactb.com/ 
  
I wish everyone a productive and enjoyable 
2015.  Keep spreading the joy through our music!  
  
Eric Shaw, President ORMTA Central Toronto 
Branch 
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Clockwise from top left: Eric Shaw and Alice Dearden at the ORMTA convention, 
a delightful Thank you card, Halloween Recital, and Scholarship  Recital. 

 

Upcoming Events! 

 When    Event     Location 

Saturday Feb. 7th, at 4:00 Adult Student Recital    Leaside Presbyterian (670 Eglinton East) 
Sunday March 8th, at 6:00 Student Cabaret   Jazz Bistro (251 Victoria Street) 
Sunday March 22nd, 2:00  Valerie Tryon Master Class  The Canadian Music Centre (20 St. Joseph St.) 
Sunday March 29th, at 4:00 Teachers in Concert   The Music Gallery (197 John St.) 
Saturday April 11th  Auditions    North Toronto Institute of Music 
Sunday April 12th  Auditions    (550 Eglinton East) 
Sunday April 26th  Scholarship Recital   The Music Gallery (197  John St) 
May 24th   Zone Competition   Church of the Ascension (33 Overland Dr.) 
May 31st   Branch AGM    TBA    
July 8-11   CFMTA convention   Vancouver http://cfmtavancouver2015.com/ 
July 25th   AGM and Provincial and Young Artist TBA 
    Competition  
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Do you find it difficult to locate a good quality re-
source for teaching despite the fact that there are 
many apps and games to choose from? DREAM –
Digital Resource Exchange About Music 
(www.dreammusictool.ca) is a new exciting website 
that offers an easy and efficient way to locate high 
quality professional resources and teaching tools. In 
addition to describing the tools, teachers can rate and 
review them, so you can learn what tools other teach-
ers are using as well as have resources recommended 
to you.  
 
You can browse DREAM to find a resource in one the-
se  following categories:  

 Repertoire 
 Practicing 
 Ear and Sight 
 Creating and Composing 
 Theory and History 
 Professional Resources 

 
You can also filter or refine your search by  

 Instrument 
 Performance level 
 Type of Resource (recording, website, app 

etc.) 
 Intended Audience (student, teacher etc.) 
 Platform (iPad, PC, Android etc.) 

 
DREAM is freely available to browse and if you have a 
resource that you would like to share, we hope that 
you will submit it to DREAM. To do so, simply create 
an account, write a short description and include the 
link. Having a DREAM account also allows you to rate 
and review resources. 
 
DREAM can be accessed on a computer, a tablet, or a 
smart phone (in English and in French). It provides an 
excellent list of tools you can use with your students in 
lessons such as good quality YouTube recordings, 
games, score readers, recorders, practice journals, and 
much, much more. You can also find a wide range of 

This project  
is all thanks 

to CTB 
member 

Heidi Saario 
and her 

team.  

  

professional resources to support the business aspect of 
your studio.  There are always resources being added by the 
DREAM advisory team of studio music teachers, so every 
time you visit you’ll find something new.   
 
DREAM was developed by researchers and teachers at Con-
cordia University, Queen’s University, and the RCM.  
We hope that you will enjoy using DREAM.  
 
Visit www.dreammusictool.ca to get started and visit it of-
ten! 

Heidi Saario 

 

 
Here is another site we like:  
http://academic.udayton.edu/tobyrush/theorypages/pdf/co
mplete.pdf 
 
...and a couple of apps... 
 
Staff Wars (you get to shoot notes), and Rhythm Cat Pro. 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

http://academic.udayton.edu/tobyrush/theorypages/pdf/complete.pdf
http://academic.udayton.edu/tobyrush/theorypages/pdf/complete.pdf


ffffff 
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Every year we choose a member from the Central Toronto 
Branch for the Contribution to Teaching Award. If you are 
interested in submitting a nomination for this please do so. 
April 1st is the deadline for submission. 
 
The nominee must have been a member for 10 years or 
more (not necessarily our branch) in order to be consid-
ered. As well please give the reasons for the nominations 
as we would love to know all of the wonderful things our 
members have accomplished. 

 

Branch News... 
- Meredith Wanstall, a former voice student of Penelope 
Dale (a member of the Central Toronto Branch until a re-
cent move to the Barrie area), was awarded the 2014 Gold 
Medal for Grade 9 Voice in Ontario at the RCM Toronto 
Convocation Ceremony on Feb. 1, 2015.  Gold Medals are 
awarded each academic year, September 1 to August 31, 
by province or region, to candidates who have obtained 
the highest mark for practical examinations in each disci-
pline, from the Preparatory Level through to the ARCT Lev-
el. In order to be eligible for these awards, recipients must 
have obtained a minimum mark of 80% on their practical 
examination and have completed the theory requirements 
for their level.  At the exam, Meredith was accompanied by 
her sister Elizabeth Wanstall, piano student of long-time 
CTB member Arden Broadhurst.  Congratulations to you 
all! 
   
- CTB branch members Joe Ferretti and Elaine Lau had a 
baby. Milo Jun Lau Ferretti arrived on his due date (!), Dec. 
31st, 2014 at 10:13pm, weighing 3.46kg/7lb 9oz, 
50cm/19.7in!  A New Year's Eve to remember that is for 
certain. 

  

  

  

 
 
 

Contribution to Teaching Award A Little Giggle 
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Peach Melba for your Inner Diva 

 

Ingredients: 

 6 ripe, tender peaches 
 Sugar (depending on surface area) 
 1 ½ pints vanilla ice cream (fresh homemade is 

best) 
 1 heaping cup fresh ripe raspberries 
 1 heaping cup powdered sugar 
 6 tbsp blanched raw almond slivers (optional) 

Directions: 

1. Boil a medium pot of water. Keep a large bowl of ice 
water close by. Gently place a peach into the boiling 
water. Let the peach simmer for 15-20 seconds, mak-
ing sure all surfaces of the peach are submerged. Re-
move the peach from the boiling water with a slotted 
spoon and immediately plunge it into the ice water for 
a few seconds to cool. Take the peach out of the ice 
water and place it on a plate. Repeat the process for 
the remaining peaches. 

2. When all of the peaches have been submerged, peel 
them. Discard the skins. Halve the peeled peaches and 
discard the pits. 

3. Sprinkle the peach halves with sugar on all exposed 
surfaces. Place them on a plate in a single layer, then 
place them in the refrigerator for 1 hour to chill. 

4. Meanwhile, make the raspberry purée. Place the 
raspberries into a blender and pulse for a few seconds 
to create a purée. Strain purée into a bowl through a 
fine-mesh sieve, pressing down on the solid ingredi-
ents and agitating the mixture with a metal spoon to 
extract as much syrupy juice as possible. Dispose of 
the solids in the strainer. 

 

 

"The dish was invented in 1892 or 1893 by the 

French chef Auguste Escoffier at the Savoy Ho-

tel, London, to honour the Austra-

lian soprano, Nellie Melba.  

In 1892, Nellie Melba was performing in Wagner's 

opera Lohengrin at Covent Garden. The Duke of Or-

léans gave a dinner party to celebrate her triumph. 

For the occasion, Escoffier created a new dessert, 

and to display it, he used an ice sculpture of a swan, 

which is featured in the opera. The swan carried 

peaches which rested on a bed of vanilla ice cream 

and which were topped with spun sugar. In 1900 

Escoffier created a new version of the dessert. For 

the occasion of the opening of the Carlton Hotel, 

where he was head chef, Escoffier omitted the ice 

swan and topped the peaches with raspberry purée. 

Other versions of this dessert use pears, apricots, or 

strawberries instead of peaches and/or use rasp-

berry sauce or melted red currant jelly instead of 

raspberry purée." 

 

5. Sift the powdered sugar into the raspberry purée, 
adding a little powdered sugar at a time, and 
whisking in stages till the sugar is fully incorpo-
rated into the syrup. It will take several minutes 
of vigorous whisking to fully integrate the pow-
dered sugar into the syrup. Refrigerate the rasp-
berry syrup for 1 hour, or until chilled. 

6. Assemble six serving dishes. Scoop ½ cup of vanil-
la ice cream into each serving dish. Place two of 
the sugared peach halves on top of each serving 
of ice cream. Divide the raspberry sauce between 
the six dishes, drizzling the sauce over the top of 
the peaches and ice cream. Top each serving with 
a tablespoon of raw almond slivers, if desired. 
Serve immediately. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auguste_Escoffier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savoy_Hotel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savoy_Hotel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soprano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nellie_Melba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lohengrin_(Wagner)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Philippe,_Duke_of_Orl%C3%A9ans_(1869%E2%80%931926)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Philippe,_Duke_of_Orl%C3%A9ans_(1869%E2%80%931926)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_sculpture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spun_sugar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlton_Hotel,_London


Congratulations to our Scholarship Winners 

Central Toronto Branch 

Elementary and Junior Scholarships: 
 

Award       Name     Teacher 

 

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - ELEM/JUNIOR     Chelsea Dell       Melissa Bencic 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - ELEM/JUNIOR     Jacob Gort         Lucy Tonoyan 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - ELEM/JUNIOR      Jaleelah Ammar    Judith deHaney 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - INTERMEDIATE     Anika Li        Gennady Gefter 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - INTERMEDIATE    Valentin Petrov    Yevgenia Koretskaya 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - INTERMEDIATE    Morgan Huang      Alexandra Weiss 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - INTERMEDIATE    Andrea Yeh         Oxana Samokhina 
SIR ERNEST MACMILLAN - CANADIAN - ELEM/JR/INTERM   Micah Omondi     Veronika Davy 
STANDARD VOCAL REPERTOIRE - ELEM/JUNIOR    Daniel Bauer       Melissa Bencic 
STANDARD VOCAL REPERTOIRE - INTERMEDIATE          NOT AWARDED 
NO STRINGS THEATRE SCHOLARSHIP - ELEM/JR/INTERM   Zahara Mair    Denise Williams 
DUET SCHOLARSHIP PLAYER 1 - ELEM/JUNIOR    Polina Chernik    Julia Tchernik 
DUET SCHOLARSHIP PLAYER 2 - ELEM/JUNIOR    Elizabeth Gilerovitch     Julia Tchernik 
DUET SCHOLARSHIP PLAYER 1 - INTERMEDIATE          Aishwara Maxwell   Oxana Samokhina 
DUET SCHOLARSHIP PLAYER 2 - INTERMEDIATE         Varshaa Maxwell   Oxana Samokhina 
ON THE OFF BEAT JAZZ/POP             Liam Lachmansingh         Alexandra Weiss 
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Senior Scholarships: 
 

Award     Name      Teacher 
 

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - SENIOR  Nicholas & Lucas Chronis          Tanya Tkachenko 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - SENIOR         Lydia Chen           Yevgenia Koretskaya 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - SENIOR   Gabrielle Chan       Veronika Davy 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE - SENIOR         Joy Cheng           Yevgenia Koretskaya 
SIR ERNEST MACMILLAN - CANADIAN - SENIOR    NOT AWARDED 
ANNE SCOTT-MUMFORD RECITAL        Yiyi Wu      Tanya Tkachenko 
STANDARD VOCAL REPERTOIRE - SENIOR       NOT AWARDED 
MUSIC THEATRE - SENIOR     Mikayla Stradiotto         Melissa Bencic 
CONTEMPORARY CLASSICAL -    SENIOR NOT AWARDED 
DUET SCHOLARSHIP PLAYER 1 - SENIOR       William Vuong       Joe Ferretti 
DUET SCHOLARSHIP PLAYER 2 - SENIOR       Vincent Vuong       Joe Ferretti 
 
 
Theory Scholarship Winners: 
 

Name   Teacher  Subject 

Shenbei Fan        Joe Ferretti              Intermediate Harmony 93% 
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My European Carillon Concert 

Tour 
 
It was a rewarding experience to perform 23 carillon re-
citals on a wide variety of carillons in Denmark, Sweden, 
Holland, Belgium, Germany, and France from July 31 to 
Aug. 26 inclusive.  
I travelled by train most of the time and flew four times 
within Europe. 
 
Some of my recitals were informal, held during the day 
for the general public. On several occasions, my perfor-
mances were preludes to organ recitals held in churches. 
After I climbed down the tower I was introduced to the 
audience who was waiting in the sanctuary for the organ 
recital to begin. The sound of applause was a rare treat. I 
usually play in a small room way up high in a tower so I 
normally don’t hear the reaction of my audience. When I 
played the 49 bell carillon at the St. Laurenstoren in Rot-
terdam, Holland, I had to climb 310 steps to reach the 
playing room. By contrast, when I performed a carillon 
recital at a hospital in Hannover, Germany, I simply 
walked into the playing room which was on the ground. 
The 47 bell carillon at the city hall in Västerås, Sweden, 
featured an elevator, which I rode to the carillon console 
on the 16th floor.  
 
My largest audience was at the impressive city hall in 
Lyon, France, where over 300 people gathered to listen 
to my recital on the 65 bell instrument. Sometimes I was 
given the opportunity to have a practice session on the 
carillon. Other times I was told to meet the local caril-
lonneur about 30 minutes before my scheduled recital. 

 

On several occasions, I had to travel all day to reach 
the carillon so I didn’t have time to warm up. Because I 
played small, medium and large carillons, I had to cre-
ate three separate programs. In Belgium and France, 
my hosts requested special music to commemorate 
the one hundredth anniversary of the beginning of 
World War I. So I played the “Marche Militaire” by 
Schubert and “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary.” Perform-
ing so many recitals in a few weeks was a somewhat 
tiring experience, but it was fascinating to play so 
many different bell instruments and meet other caril-
lonneurs.  
 
Gerald Martindale is the  
Carillonneur of the  
Metropolitan United Church 
 of Toronto. 

 

 

 Pictures:  from Left to right: 
Gerald Martindale,   
 The 37 bell carillon at the 
City Hall in Melle, Germany, 
The 47 bell carillon at the 
Weigh Tower in Alkmaar, 
Holland.   
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At our Fall General meeting we were very pleased to 
meet in the lovely home of branch member Clayton 
Scott. After we dealt with the branch matters of the 
meeting we were treated to a very informative lecture 
about perfectionism. 
 
Ms. Scott provided us with a lot of food for thought 
regarding not just the perfectionist student. She also 
had us look inwards at our own perfectionist tenden-
cies and to those of the parents of our students. 
 
It was also a delight to watch Ms. Scott perform one of 
her dramatic interpretations of Mendelssohn's Mid-
summer Night's Dream.  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
For Canada Music Week, Central Toronto Branch host-
ed our first ever (we think!) Composition Master Class, 
on Saturday, November 22. The event was graciously 
hosted at the home of branch president Eric Shaw.  
 
Eight  composers, from teens to adults, had their 
works critiqued by Dr. Roger Bergs. One participant, as 
well as one of the auditors, was from another branch. 
As well, one of the (Toronto-based) adult composers 
was in Hong Kong, and one of the teenage composers 
participated by Skype from Thunder Bay, so the event 
had a truly broad outreach! 
 
The works presented were for piano, choir, electronic 
instruments, and  full orchestra. Dr. Bergs kept every-
one engaged as he gave advice on dealing with issues 
of form, phrasing, notation, building energy lev-
els, communicating with the audience, etc. 
  
We are pleased with how this event turned out, and 
hope to have one involving younger composers in the 
future. 
 
 

  A look back on the second half of 2014... 

from top: Dr. Roger 
Bergs,  Clayton Scott, 
Halloween Recital 
performers. 

 

 

 

 



 Halloween Recital 

Come to the Cabaret! 
This past year, we gave over $3,000 to our students! 
With your help, we’d like to give even more next year. 
On Sunday March 8th you will hear our recent winners 
of the branch’s scholarship recitals in this first ever Cab-
aret style performance event. 
 
Doors open at 5:10pm. The Jazz Bistro is a full service, 
licensed Bistro and guests can dine, order refreshments 
and appetizers. 
 
The event is general seating. 
 
There will be a Silent Auction and Prizes! All monies 
raised go directly to the ORMTA Central Toronto Branch 
Scholarship Fund.  
For more information and to purchase tickets please 
visit: 
 
http://ormtacabaretfundraiser.eventsbot.com/ 

The Central Toronto Branch Halloween Recital on Sun-
day October 26 was a wonderful experience enjoyed by 
the performers, families, and residents of The Dunfield 
Retirement Residence, where it was held. Though this 
was a casual, fun recital, the beauty of the Dunfield and 
our impressive new banner outside the recital room 
elevated the event.  
 
 Hannah Greiner did an excellent job organizing and 
hosting the recital. She timed the program perfectly and 
her commentary at the mic kept everything running 
smoothly and with humour.  Judith DeHaney decorated 
the recital room with black and orange balloons and 
streamers. Allysia Kerney and I took care of registration 
and the cash box at the entrance. Allysia moved to To-
ronto from Regina around a year ago and it was nice to 
chat with her. One of the benefits of volunteering for 
events is meeting other members and that’s always a 
pleasure. Our teachers Allysia Kerney, Hannah Greiner, 
Judith DeHaney, Julia Tchernik, Karen Broadhurst, 
Liselotte Jongedijk, Lucy Tonoyan, and myself all en-
tered students in this recital. And all of the performers 
who registered were able to attend and they gave sensi-
tive and enjoyable performances. We heard several 
pieces on a Halloween theme but also other, less 
spooky works.  We even had a singer, Elizabeth 
Gilerovitch, accompanied by Julia Tchernik. What a 
treat!   
 
The piano was very good as was the acoustic of the 
room---in other words, we could pay attention to the 
music. Making the show even more entertaining was 
the whole range of strange and creative costumes worn 
by the performers. Two students were impossible to 
identify because their faces were obscured; one was 
“headless” and the other had a morph suit on. I was 
impressed by the latter’s ability to play his piece consid-
ering the suit also covered his hands! A handful of stu-
dents won prizes of chocolate and balloons for their 
costumes; I’m sure Hannah did not have an easy time 
trying to pick the winners. In the middle of the recital, 
Eric Shaw stole a moment from his busy weekend of 
meetings to pop in, motorcycle helmet in hand, and 
snap a few pictures.  And afterwards we enjoyed treats 
in pumpkin pails and a refreshing pink punch, generous-
ly provided by the Dunfield. An event well worth repeat-
ing! 

Avila Lotoski 
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ORMTA Executive 

President: Eric Shaw 
416-489-9726 
ericshaw@sympatico.ca  
 
Past President and Secretary: 
Alice Dearden 
416-763-0490 
alicedearden@look.ca 
 
Registrar/Treasurer: 
 Liselotte Jongedijk  
416-696-0905 
ormta.ctbtreasurer@gmail.com  
 
Workshops: Elaine Lau  
elau@wlu.ca, 
 
Directory: Mary Mexis Lumsden 
416-693-5099 
mmexis@yahoo.com 
 
Telephone Committee: 
Helena Gintere 
416-762-5636 
helgin53@gmail.com 
 
Artists in Concert: 
Denise Williams 
voicesofcolourmusic@gmail.com 
 
Auditions and Recitals:  
Liz Craig and Lucy Tonoyan 
 
Auditions/recital (adjudicator 
liaison):  
Marjorie Beckett  416-927-0220 
 
Recitals (programs and certifi-
cates): Judith DeHaney 
judithdehaney@gmail.com  
416-660-1664 
 
Publicity: Joe Ferretti  
 416-532-1539 
 
Newsletter: Anita Beaty 
anitabeaty@gmail.com 

  

  

  

 

http://www.ormtactb.com 
 

For lots of info. 
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